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Throughout his professional life John has been especially
interested in how devalued others and related historical
events are represented and serve as oppressive ideology. His
social constructionist analysis reveals the material and self-
interested motivation that underlies injustice, especially that
produced by capitalism.

“In general, I’'m interested in how things get talked about —
discourse, images, representations, propaganda.”

- John Sorenson, 2016 interview



A good deal of John’s professional work is focused
on racism, war, nationalism and refugees. He was
active in Third World solidarity groups and in
humanitarian relief work in the Horn of Africa
with the Eritrean Relief Association.



‘s:‘vukvo MATSUOKA
| JOHN SORENSON

AFRICAN m‘
REFUGEES

Development : ‘ i
and Repatrias OF the world's refugees, more than a third

:Ih\“ 87 live in Africa, displaced from their
A

homelands by war, poverty, famine and

el Bl Ihg

Drawing on over a decade of work with refugee and ©"-

immigrant groups in Canada, Atsuko Matsuoka and

Johii < : id e i the ki tag] lection bring impressive expertise to
ohn Sorenson provide an analysis of the historical . .iessuch as spontaneous

context that has created diaspora movements from tegration versus repatriation,

the Horn of Africa. They examine contested coW"YVersusparticpatorycrisis

: - : : : : E srtant thing the rest of the world can
understandings of Eritrea's thirty-year nationalist -ica, the editors argue, is to foster
struggle, Ethiopian reactions to independence, and >ace the autocratic regimes that

. ; = = = e. — Gail Gerhart, Foreign Affairs
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Collaborative Work of
John Sorenson and Atsuko Matsuoka

Atsuko Matsuoka is a professor at the School of Social Work at York
University, Canada. She teaches Animals and Social Work from a Critical
Animal Studies perspective. Atsuko’s work addresses the importance of
understanding the intersectionality of oppression among immigrants,
ethnic older adults, and other animals.



2008 Contesting the putative "even-handedness" of many

introductory social science texts, Sorenson, Blackwell and
Smith present strong and provocative arguments on
contemporary social issues that stimulate readers to think
critically. The principal theme of the book is that social science
is at its best, and most exciting, when it confronts and refutes
"cultures of prejudice"—-intricate systems of beliefs and
attitudes that sustain many forms of social oppression and that
are, themselves, sustained by ignorance and fear of theia
unknown and the unfamiliar.
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Anthropocentrism is the most fundamental form of prejudice. The assumption that
human beings occupy the centre of the universe and that they should take precedence
over all other forms of life is not only a self-congratulatory excess but a dangerous delu

sion that ignores critical findings of scientists and environmentalists who stress the inter-
dependence of all life forms. From this basic assumption of superiority over nature comes
an assoclated complex of other prejudiced attitudes and practices. For example, ideas

about dominion over plants and animals are readily applied to other humans, who arc
Our attitudes toward animals are easily seen in our language, Evil and brutal
actions committed by people are deplored as "animal” behaviour. Yet ne animal has
ever developed violence and cruelty to the level of the human torturer’s gruesome craft,
as practised in the dungeons of, say, Turkey, Central Amernica or Indonesia. “Animal”



2009

Sorenson delves into our conflicted
relationship to the great apes,
which often reveals as much about
us as humans as it does about the
apes themselves. Ape investigates
representations of apes in popular
culture, particularly films and
advertising in which apes are often
portrayed as human caricatures,
monsters, and clowns.



"Ape is an emotionally powerful
book that traces humankind's long
and troubled relationship with our
closest living relatives . . . John
Sorenson packs this volume with
riveting examples . .. At once a
lucid cultural history and a
manifesto for change."

-Times Literary Supplement
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John Sorenson
\

“While Canada considers itself a
compassionate society, a brief glance
at how we obtain our food, our
practice of pet-keeping, our outdated
cruelty laws, the fur industry and seal
hunt, our unregulated vivisection
industry and practices such as trophy-
hunting and rodeos, shows us a good
deal about ourselves and what we find
exciting, entertaining or amusing. . ..
These facts raise disturbing questions
about our society and about our own
values, ethics and moral progress.”

- John Sorenson
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John Sorenson
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“In About Canada: Animal Rights, John
Sorenson delivers an extensive analysis of
animal rights in Canada, which is both
extremely disturbing and informative. In
his exploration of this important and
controversial topic, Sorenson provides us
with numerous examples of the
exploitation and abuse of [other] animals
within industry, as well as the sad
shortcomings of Canadian legislation
intended to regulate it. He explains the
issue of animal rights in a comprehensive
and yet extremely accessible way.”

- Priscillia Lefebvre, Carleton University
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Defining Critical Animal Studies is undoubtedly an
important volume and will surely come to be seen
retrospectively as a significant moment in the
Cl' tlcal Anlmal St“dles development of the field. It underlines CAS as an
intersectional approach that, unlike so many in the
academy, does not cease its labour at the boundary of the
‘human’. . . . This volume is an important contribution, and
i S one would hope it is read widely especially by those
TOTP\L L]BERAT{ON outside (critical) animal studies, by readers of this journal
E_AR‘ FRE_L, and especially by those who do scholarly work related to
U\.\ Rl human/animal relations while in their everyday lives
continue practices that harm and exploit [other] animals.

An Edited by
Intersectional | Anthony J. Nocella I 'This book is dedicated to those born into this world only to

Social Justice John Sorenson experience exploitation, torture, and death at the hands of their
Approach i Soc overseers. It is also dedicated to those who seck to end oppression

for Liberation | - AssloNasuoa and domination through critical self-reflection, radical ideas,

grassroots actions, and community engagement.
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C R IBIFFU A L
Animal
S . Jall Do luERS

_ Thinking the
thinkable

“Rather than seeing animal exploitation as only
a cultural or ethical problem, we must
understand it in a broader political context and
as part of capitalist structures that commodify
all forms of life. . .. Those on the left remain
attached to an approach that is doomed to
maintain our war on compassion by accepting
the dualism and hierarchy of humans over all
other animals. It is necessary for radical politics
to think the unthinkable by accepting the
politics of animal liberation as fundamental to
its approach, seeing humans as integrated with
nature rather than viewing nature as a
collection of resources for our use. With
abolitionist animal rights as the basis of
renewed political struggle, we can truly think
the unthinkable and imagine new forms of
emancipated social life and inclusive justice.”

- John Sorenson, from the Introduction
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Animal
STUDIES

Thinking the
Unthinkable

“This volume is a very important contribution to
the rapidly growing interdisciplinary field of
critical animal studies. Its wide-ranging essays
will be of broad interest and surely will
encourage readers to challenge their
preconceptions about who other animal beings
really are and to adopt a more compassionate
and socially just position in our numerous and
inevitable encounters with them.”

- Marc Bekoff, professor emeritus of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at the University of Colorado,
Boulder
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“In my book Constructing Ecoterrorism | examine some absurd and rather
alarming statements that have been made by governmental officials, police,
media, and industry over the last decade or so. These statements have
identified animal rights activists as ecoterrorists and have compared the
animal rights movement to Al-Qaeda, and even identified animal rights
activists as the number one terrorist threat in the United States. . .. Let’s
remember that what most people in the world experience as terrorism is
violence by the state, killing, torturing, and intimidating hundreds of millions
of people over the last century — including colonization, genocide, death
squads, and so on. ... When we think of ecoterrorism we might properly
think of corporations that are involved in practices of resource extraction
that regularly use violence against nonhuman animals, against the
environment, and against people who oppose what they do, employing the
police and the m|I|tar|es of the state in which they operate, or their own

private armies.” CONSTRUCTING

- John Sorenson, talk at University of Winnipeg, March 23, 2016 ECUTE""""'SM
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' CONSTRUCTING
ECOTERRORISH

CAPITALISM, SPECIESISM
& ANIMAL RIGHTS

“John Sorenson brilliantly exposes the
primary discursive and legal strategies
employed to manage social dissent, as
well as the outright lies, deceptions,
hypocrisies, and dirty tactics
employed to protect the corporate

and political interests of the animal
and environmental exploitation
industries. This book is a worthwhile
addition to the literature on the war
on terror, social movements, animal
rights activism, securitisation, and US
history.”

- Richard Jackson, University of Otago, New Zealand
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ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD INTERNATIONAL - INTERSECTIONS

critical
animal

studies

Towards Trans-species Social Justice

Atsuko Matsuoka ano

John Sorenson

“This stimulating collection, assembled by
renowned scholars, exemplifies the full
breadth and maturity of Critical Animal
Studies. With authors representing
disciplines ranging from archaeology to
Psyc ology and employing theoretical

rameworks as diverse as analytic
philosophy and critical indigenous studies,
Critical Animal Studies persuasively
demonstrates that questions concerning
[other] animals are among the most
significant and transformative questions of
our age.”

- Matthew Calarco, professor of philosophy, California
State University



ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD INTERNATIONAL - INTERSECTIONS

critical
animal

studies

Towards Trans-species Social Justice

EQITED BY
Atsuko Matsuoka ano

John Sorenson

“Finally, we would like to chart new
directions in a unique way. We would
like to encourage readers to consider
these chapters and not only analyze
the particular situations described in
this volume but also to look at their
own responses to the material,
analyze their responses and reactions,
and see how and what they can utilize
from these ideas to transform their
everyday activities.”

- Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson, from the
Introduction
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Dog’s Best
Friend?

Rethinking
Cantd-Human
Relations

Edited by
John Sorenson and
Atsuko Matsuoka

“This edited book investigates our
interactions with dogs, coyotes,
wolves, and foxes, and our
representations of these animals in
various times and spaces. Taking a
Critical Animal Studies perspective,
the volume questions our socially
constructed images of canids and the
boundaries we construct around
tRem, and challenges us to reconsider
them.”

- Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson, from the
Introduction



Dog’s Best
Friend?

Rethinking
Canid-Human
Relations

Edited by
John Sorenson and
Atsuko Matsuoka

“This book expressly considers itself
an interventionist text, as part of
activist scholarship, because it seeks
trans-species social justice. It explores
the metaphorical deployment of dogs
as signifiers of human identities an
self-definition while simultaneously
looking at the lived realities of their
historical and contemporary lives. The
essays are persuasive and well-
written."

- Sandra Swart, Stellenbosch University
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Monsters

The Case of Marineland

MR

JOHN SORENSON

An Ethical Reader in a Posthuman World

DISPLAYING SLAVES, FREAKS AND MONSTERS

In 1861, P'T. Barnum was the first to put a captive whale on public display
for profit. As an ambitious and crafty entrepreneur who became famous
for his promotion of carnival sideshows and for his ability to dupe the
public, Barnum was always on the lookout for new “curiosities” that would
attract paying customers. Barnum made his start by purchasing an enslaved
African-American woman, Joice Heth, and putting her on display as “the
world’s oldest woman” until her death in 1836 (Barnum also turned her
death to commercial advantage, arranging for a public autopsy to deter-

! N o -~

mals confined in these prisons are shortened and deformed. These insti-
tutions do not only exploit the animals they imprison but also cause detri-
mental effects on those who visit them, reinforcing the idea of a qualitative
division between us and other forms of life and convincing us to act in
monstrous ways as we come to see animals as objects and resources that

STAvAL QAL UUULY DIIAPUU DR ULL \DULIIUULIIVG LWL LU S s assass ~ — - oo
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or mentally disabled) was displayed, sometimes in a fur costume, as the

“MiSSing Link,” the “What-Ist—lItg” and as “Zip the Pinhead.”
In addition to the commercial gains to be had from placing humap
freaks on display, Barnum also recognized that he could turn a tidy profit
On} the public’s appetite for viewing large, unusual nonhuman animals.
ing learned that Québécois fishermen had captured beluga whales at

Edited by
Jodey Castricano
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Constructing Extremists,
Rejecting Compassion

Ideological Attacks on Animal
Advocacy from Right and Left

: CRITICAL THEORY BMFS 5 {)7Z By John:Sarenson

AND ANIMAL
. LI B E RATI 0 N i Z : — /£ ’ Questions about our relationships with nonhuman animals and how we should

» ek \; treat them are among the oldest of philosophical debates but lately have re-

- emerged to become some of the most critical ethical questions of the twenty-

first century.! Not only is there now a greater scientific appreciation for the be-
" ' havioral, cognitive, and emotional capacities of our fellow beings, but issues
EDITED BY [ o ‘ such as the mass production and slaughter of billions of animals for food and
. clothing; vivisection and the use of animals to develop pharmaceuticals, house-
hold products, and weapons; killing for sport; imprisonment and abuse of other
creatures for entertainment, along with destruction of habitat and imminent
extinctions on a scale not seen since the age of the dinosaurs, have all drawn the
attention of a growing movement for the protection of animals. The unparal-
leled enormity of the suffering endured by these nonhuman animals must surely

Certainly, not all animal advocates are on the Left and do not make connec-
tions between exploitation of animals and other forms of social injustice. Even
within the field of animal protection itself, some have welfarist concerns only
for particular animals and accept exploitation of other animals for food or
other purposes. Even some who do recognize connections between various

forms of oppression do not see those connections in leftist context. Some

politica] <. @ISy IZNT De met WIth SErioUS CONSIUETALUIL 1ot aty vy oo
-l Spectrum, the animal protectionist movement is vilified. From both the

John Sanbonmatsu




5014 CHAPTER ONE
ANIMALS AS VEHICLES Of WAR

John Sorenson

/ \ N | M A I_S D While nothing can match, in terms of sheer numbers, the deliberate savagery

that humans have directed against other animals in our determination to exploit

) them for food, clothing, entertainment and objects for experimentation, the
AN suffering that has been imposed upon them as “collateral damage” in wars
directed at others of our own species remains very impressive. Ideologies of

speciesism and dominionism and processes of commodification have all shaped
the Othering of nonhuman animals. The dualistic thinking that characterizes
patriarchal attitudes towards nature have devalued animals (Plumwood, 1993)
and have allowed humans to treat other animals as mere things to be used and
this is as evident in the context of warfare as it is in our other everyday uses of
nonhuman animals. In all of these contexts, we have regarded nonhuman
animals as vehicles through which we can obtain our own objectives. In warfare,
nonhuman animals have been used as vehicles not only in the direct sense of

© iiin ancncal nnman an tha maanc

Whll;l? ﬂ(?thl‘“f Cand'ma\td:i’ in terms of shger numbers, the deliberate savagery
that umans have 1re.cte agamst. other animals in our determination to exploit
them for food, clothing, entertainment and objects for experimentation, the
suffering that has been imposed upon them as “collateral damage” in wars
directed at others of our own species remains very impressive. Ideologies of
speciesism and dominionism and processes of commodification have all shaped
the Othering of nonhuman animals. The dualistic thinking that characterizes

*Peed and mobility and allowed for the greater v o ohout history, - PPV

; ; d, ;
techniques of attacking and killing other humanist- J/l::xelj have been impossible

W
v Kistler, 2011).

CONFRONTING THE MILITARY-ANIMAL INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

f ithout the forced conscription of other animals, (
Or humans to carry out wars as we have known them
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CHAPTER 3

“Like an Animal”

Tropes for Delegitimization

Like an Animal Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson

Critical Animal Studies Approaches to
Bordersy Displacement, and Othering

Abstract

Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson examine two types of tropes, ‘like animals’
and “treated like animals,” which commonly appear as accusation and complaint,
or form of resistance, respectively, to gain understanding of how taken-for-granted
human-animal relationships influence border politics of the nation state and are used
to oppress (im)migrants/refugees. By using Critical Discourse Analysis and Critical
Animal Studies they show how the dominant maintain power and the less powerful
challenge the dominant discourse and practice by using ideas about nonhuman ani-

P e . i, -

“Trump’s use of centuries-old rhetoric of presenting undesirable
others as nonhuman animals seemed to capture people’s minds
and characterization of certain immigrants as ‘animals’




‘SOME STRANGE THINGS
HAPPENING IN OUR
COUNTRY:
OPPOSING PROPOSED
CHANGES IN ANTI-CRUELTY
L.Aws IN CANADA

JOHN SORENSON
Brock University, Canada

ABSTRACT

Ideologies are most efficient when they operate invisibly to naturalize power
relations, yet even the most successful hegemonies are not seamless. Contradictions
in our attitudes towards animals are exposed by welfare measures such as anti-cruelty
laws. This article examines opposition to proposed amendments to Canada’s anti-
cruelty legislation. Directed at individual acts of violence, anti-cruelty amendments
proposed in Bill C-15B posed no challenge to animal exploitation industries and
consisted of only moderately increased penalties for deliberately sadistic actions in
non-institutional settings. The amendments were not motivated by ideas from an
animal-rights perspective and constituted no fundamental change. Nevertheless,
industrial users of animals presented even modest reforms as a direct threat to their
interests. This article examines discursive strategies of those who profit from insti-
tutionalized abuse and killing of animals and shows that they deliberately exagger-
ated the amendments’ effects and vilified those with genuine and reasonable concerns
for the welfare of animals as ‘radicals’, ‘extremists’ and ‘terrorists’.

non-institutional settings. The amendments were not motivated by ideas from an
animal-rights perspective and constituted no fundamental change. Nevertheless,
industrial users of animals presented even modest reforms as a direct threat to their
interests. This article examines discursive strategies of those who profit from insti-
tutionalized abuse and killing of animals and shows that they deliberately exagger-
ated the amendments’ effects and vilified those with genuine and reasonable concerns
for the welfare of animals as ‘radicals’, ‘extremists’ and ‘terrorists’.
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Article

Moral Panic over Fake Service Animals

John Sorenson '* and Atsuko Matsuoka 20

Department of Sociology, Brock University, St. Catharines, ON L2S 3A1, Canada
School of Social Work, York University, Toronto, ON M3] 1P3, Canada
Correspondence: jsorenson@brocku.ca
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Abstract: We use Stanley Cohen’s moral panic framework to examine concerns about fake service
animals and to illuminate processes of intersectionality that shape our social relations and systems.
Applying Critical Animal Studies and Critical Disability Theory, we examine media reports about
fake service animals in North America to explore how these anxieties constitute a moral panic, the
interests at work, and underlying ideology that motivates outrage about animals considered to be
out of place. We found that classifying other animals as legitimate or not affects those animals but
also impacts humans. The findings indicate that speciesist representations and restrictions imposed

..... -

Intersectional analysis of ableism and speciesism reveal the co-
determination of a process of exclusion to maintain normalcy. . .
Examining speciesist power relations strengthen analyses of
human oppression by unveiling mechanisms of sustained
injustice.
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Inclusive Approaches by VAW Shelters: Respecting
Women's Choice to be Together With Companion Animals

Atsuko Matsuoka ! 2nd John Sorenson?

Abstract
Women often delay moving to VAW shelters if their companion animals” safety 1s not ensured. Yet, few

shelters accommodate them together. The purpose of this study is to explore what may help to promote
services for women with companion animals facing violence, through learning from professionals who
already provide support. Our email survey with VAW shelters 1n Ontario. Canada identified services and
potential interviewees. Nine semi-structured telephone interviews with professionals were conducted to
explore their experiences and views on human—animal relationships. All agencies that provided onsite
programs, plus one about to start, participated. We utilized Critical Animal Studies as a theory to
understand human—animal relationships through concepts such as intersectionality, anthropocentrism,
speciesism. and feminist ethics of responsibility. The study found: (1) seven approaches shelters used to
help women with companion animals; (2) programs that accept companton animals helped women
move to shelters quickly but also affirmed women’s mutually respectful relationships with companion
animals; (3) shelters also benefited. including expanding support from local communities and
opportunities to educate them. The study suggests that by shifting ontological and theoretical
approaches and including a critical examination of human—animal relationships at interpersonal and
social structural levels, professional education promotes mobilizing resources for women with

companion animals.
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Book Review of A Rat is a Pig is a Dog is a Boy, by Wesley J. Smith. Encounter Books,
2010.

John Sorenson

Wesley J. Smith’s book is a misleading, bad-faith compendium of anti-animal rights
propaganda, based on a single idea: human exceptionalism. Smith is a “Senior Fellow” at the Seattle-
based Discovery Institute, a right-wing Christian organization founded by Bruce Chapman, former
deputy assistant to President Ronald Reagan. The Institute promotes both capitalist ideology and an
anti-science agenda through its promotion of the “intelligent design” movement and opposition to
the teaching of evolution in schools. Funding is provided by wealthy evangelical Christians and its
board of directors includes Howard Ahmanson Jr., a prominent figure in the Christian
Reconstructionist movement, which seeks to establish a totalitarian, neofascist theocracy which

would criminalize abortion and homosexuality and dismantle the welfare state. Other “Senior
" Smith defends the exploitation of animals based on what he calls
.. human exceptionalism. ... This idea of human exceptionalism is
nese  nothing new but merely a restatement of what has been a central
thep  organizing principle of Western civilization. ... It is the arrogant
" and deluded assertion that humans are distinct from the rest of

the p .

. Nature and from other animals and it has served as the rationale
for the ruthless exploitation of other forms of life.
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Two Films

Although there is growing concern for chimpanzees, biomedical use of other
primates continues. However, those who are seriously concerned with animal
welfare and ethical consistency will challenge the emphasis on proximity to our
own species as the basis for concern. Although the two films present important
challenges about our treatment of other apes, broader questions about the use of
animals in experiments in general are still to be faced. Neither film is mainly
concerned with providing information about the behavior of nonhuman primates.
Instead, the films focus on our treatment of them. Both films suggest that we
have failed in our moral duties to other animals. Although the focus is on
animals who have been removed from their own natural conditions and raised as
members of human families, thoughtful audiences will extrapolate these concerns
to other animals and will be encouraged to think seriously about our moral

responsibilities to all other living beings.
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Interview with Ronnie Lee
John Sorenson

Ronnie Lee is widely-respected among. adﬁvist;s
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) in the 1970s and for
Arkangel in 1989. Iee joined the Hunt Saboteurs Assoc
another organization, the Band of Mercy (taking its name
youth groups organized by the RSPCA). The Band of Mer
including the destruction of property used to harm ani
violence should be directed against humans. In i97§

animals from gruesome vivisection practices at the Oxfc

prison he was forced to go on a hunger strike to oﬁ i
prison, Lee started the ALF, which operates under

+ To liberate animals from places of abuse,
piace them in good homes whcrc they

_ perfotmmg direct acannsand Il
+ To take all necessary p
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For his animal rcscucactmu ] :
While in prison he founded the an




John Sorenson — Public Sociologist

“Stamp out the tiger trade,” The Globe and Mail, February 2, 2010

“We know the solutions: preserve habitats, stop resource extraction and infrastructural development
(meaning financial institutions should not support such development), keep humans away from tigers (which
means relocating people and providing them suitable resources), educate people about the value and
importance of wildlife, stop corruption, enforce laws and totally ban trade in tiger parts.”




Give thought to animal refugees, says

Brock prof

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019 | by Jeannie Mackintosh

.

Orangutans are among many species being displaced by iss!
forced into captivity for their survival.

L L 1] p———

When most people think of refugees, they imagine the millions of
people around the world who have been forced to abandon their
homelands in search of a better life. But animals can also be

appropriately characterized as refugees, says Sociology Professor John
Sorenson.” :

“They are going to be driven out of their own environments by our
destruction of the climate system. There’s going to be no place for these
animals to live in their natural environment,” he says. “And, as they

come into contact with people who are trying to protect their crops and
so on, there’s going to be more conflict.”

“wWe should get out of this anthropocentric focus that has been so much
a part of sociology, but also a part of everybody’s outlook toward the
world,” Sorenson i,says. “Our relations with other beings are really
important”
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Let’s not mince words, the horse meat

scandal is all about our chemical romance
with flesh

Published: March 1, 2013 12:13am EST

I

The discovery of horseflesh in a number of otherwise-labelled meat
products in Europe is being described as a scandal but it is an entirely
predictable result of industrialised animal exploitation organised

according to the values of neoliberal ideology within globalised
capitalism.

All forms of life are transformed into commodities and deregulated
industries are allowed to police themselves as they seek to obtain the
greatest profits using the cheapest ingredients, which, in this case,
means the corpses of sentient beings.

The scandal is not so much that the flesh of certain animals rather th‘an‘ |
others has turned up where it wasn’t expected. The entire industry is
ghoulish and repellent.

- John Sorenson




In 2019 John was invited to the Universitas
Gadjah Mada in Indonesia to give a public lecture
and to receive an achievement award.
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Brock Sociology — Three decades of critical pedagogy

 Concentration in Critical Animal Studies — First in Canada
* Anti-Racism
e Critical Examination of Capitalist Globalization

“John Sorenson taught courses on nonhuman animals and human
society and on corporate globalization. Taking a Critical Animal Studies
approach, his work is concerned with the idea of trans-species social
justice and considers the oppression and exploitation of nonhuman
animals in the context of global capitalism, imperialism and
colonialism.” - Brock Sociology Website



“What we do at Brock is to put animal exploitation in the context of
social justice issues. . .. | think that education shouldn’t just stop for
students in the classroom, but should involve people from the
community. | like the idea of exposing the students in my courses to
other scholars who are working on these issues. It provides a good
opportunity to invite people to Brock. . . . One of the goals of the
conference is to build a progressive vegan culture. The conference is a
mixture of both academics and activists.”

— John Sorenson, 2011 interview
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Representing Animals
November 13" and 14™, 2003

Brock University
Registration at Pond Inlet 8:00-9:0

" THINKING At
ST AN
CONFER

MARCH

Broi
St.Ca

Keynote THINKING ABOUT ANIMALS

e ~ Pond Inlet, Brock University
March 31 (8:00 am - 9:30 pm) & April 1 (8:00 am - 7:00 pm)

This two-day conference hosted by the Department of Sociology will explore a
variety of issues concerning the current and historical situation of nonhuman
animals and interactions with humans.

The conference welcomes participation from both activists and academics.

We are especially pleased to be hosting this conference in association with the
Institute of Critical Animal Studies as the 10th Annual North
American ICAS conference.

More information is available through the Department of Sociology website (along
with more information about Critical Animal Studies at Brock), and the Thinking
About Animals Conference 2011 Facebook page.

Sponsored by: Niagara Action fi imals, Department of
Sociology, Department of Politi ience, Department of History,

g
Social Justice and Equity Studies, Department of English, the l CA S
Department of Visual Arts, and the MA in Critical Sociology SN W

A Conference Sponsored by the De
Sociology & Social Justice & Equi

Photography and design by: www.deviphotography.com Brock




Thank you John and Atsuko for all of your work
promoting trans-species justice . . . thus far!




